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diction, and a delicate handling of each topic as it arises, add their charm 
to the more solid interest which the subject itself awakens at the present 
time. 



4. — Lectures of Lola Montez (Countess of Landsfeld). In- 
clvding her Autohiography. New York : Rudd and Carleton. 
1858. pp. 292. 

We naturally look for something sparkling and out of the common 
course, when we meet with anything emanating from a source like that 
which gave birth to the present Lectures. And we are not altogether 
disappointed ; for, after making allowance for some anomalies of style 
and some unnecessary diffuseness, we find many piquant and entertain- 
ing paragraphs, enclosing very sensible reflections and shrewd observa- 
tions. Most of them are sharply pointed to the reader's mind, by the 
palpable relation which exists between them and the life which has 
illustrated them, as, for instance, when the lecturer informs us that " a 
runaway match, like a runaway horse, generally ends in a smash-up." 
Several anecdotes are related with spirit, and the range of subjects 
touched upon with complete sang-froid manifests nearly as much ver- 
satility as vanity in this certainly extraordinary woman. She jumps 
from politics to cosmetics, and from biography to art, with equal ease, 
apparently enjoying her own erratic performance in the highest degree. 
In regard to the amount of faith to be placed in the autobiographic 
portion of the work, each reader is, of course, at liberty to follow his 
previous bias on the subject. 



0. — A Journey Due North, being Notes of a Residence in Russia. By 
Geoege Augustus Sala. Boston : Ticknor and Fields. 1858. 
pp. 459. 

The abundance of books of travel which issue from the press is 
equalled by the good-natured readiness with which, for the most part, 
they are welcomed by the public. If a traveller penetrates a step into 
a strange country, he wins readers by the simple announcement of 
his having done so; if he treads only upon familiar ground, he has 
but to suggest that he has looked with diiferent eyes upon external ob- 
jects, or, better still, to assert that he has had extraordinary facilities 
for observing interior movements, and hundreds are eager to know more 
of countries of which they already know so much. A writer who has 
but to set down those things which he has seen and heard, has a com- 
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paratively easy task in the way of book-making, when he undertakes to 
supply his publisher with a given number of pages ; for, with a fair 
share of discrimination in making his selection of experiences and 
tableaux, he may go on swimming in shallow water to the end, and 
leave his readers to supply whatever reflections they please. None 
the less for all this is the writing of a book of travels a matter of con- 
scientious or of non-conscientious performance ; and none the less does 
it behoove the writer to do with care and honesty the work which is 
set before him. A dashing, rattling, careless account of miscellaneous 
sights, though it may afford amusement, can never be mistaken for a 
thoughtful, thorough, and trustworthy statement of matters which de- 
serve more than a passing glance. 

The " Journey Due North," which entitles itself " Notes of a Resi- 
dence in Russia," would seem to promise something more than a ram- 
bling discourse upon all sorts of subjects, in which Russia forms merely 
a text from which to digress at random. Mr. Sala has filled his pages 
with a most wonderful mixture of slang phrases and foreign terms, often 
relieved, it is true, by sensible observations, and occasionally by ear- 
nest thought. He ransacks half a dozen languages to find odd words ; 
he Anglicizes French, and Frenchifies English, and Germanizes both ; 
and the result is a compound which even Young America could hardly 
classify, and before which a foreigner must stand helpless and ignorant, 
though he have a score of dictionaries at his elbow. With the inten- 
tion, no doubt, of presenting a graphic picture of those things which 
attracted the author's attention, he piles on foreign and domestic and 
homespun adjectives, until the substantive to which they belong is over- 
whelmed by their weight, and has to be fished up from among them 
like a jewel fallen into muddy waters. This is the more to be regretted, 
as there are frequent indications of power on the part of the writer, which 
struggle in vain against his desperate mannerisms. The careless and 
almost indelicate tone of many of his comments is also contradicted by 
the homage which, in others, he pays to really noble sentiments. 

This volume will have, as in some aspects it deserves, many readers, 
and, being only an intensification of a certain prevalent style, will not 
lack admirers for what we cannot but deem positive blemishes. For 
the amount of information it contains it has no little value, and we 
trust that, if the writer carries out the intention he hints at, of another 
" Journey Due North," he will discard the rollicking verbiage of his 
present volume, and continue only his habit of keen observation and 
close scrutiny. Everything pertaining to the country he describes is 
now, more than ever before, of interest to the world. There is a fasci- 
nation about its mingled splendor and misery, its power and its weak- 
22* 
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ness, its surface of peace and its strong under-current of unrest. Mr. 
Sala's description of the Northern capital may almost answer for the 
whole nation : — 

" St. Petersburg has been robbed from the river. Its palaces float rather 
than stand. The Neva, like a haughty courtesan, bears the splendid sham 
upon her breast like a scarlet letter, or the costly gift of a lover she hates. 
She revolted in eighteen hundred and twenty-four, she revolted in thirty-nine, 
she revolted in forty-two, and tried to wash the splendid stigma away in floods 
of passionate tears. She will cast it away from her some day, utterly and 
for ever. The city is an untenable position now, like Naples. It must go 
some day by the board. Isaac's Church and the Winter Palace, Peter the 
Great's hut and Alexander's monolith, will be no more heard of, and will re- 
turn to the Mud, their father, and to the Ooze, their mother." — p. 158. 



6. — A History of England during the Reign of George the Third. By 
William Masset, M. P. Vols. I. and II. London : John W. 
Parker and Son. 1855 - 58. 8vo. pp. xxviii. and 552, 472. 

Within the last fifteen or twenty years, much light has been thrown 
upon the obscure points of English history ; but in respect to no period 
has the new information been more copious or more instructive than it 
has been in regard to the reign of George III. The publication of the 
Cavendish Debates, the Grenville Papers, the Rockingham Papers, 
the Correspondence of Lord Chatham, Burke, and Fox, and other trust- 
worthy documents, all of which have been printed for the first time 
within a comparatively brief period, enables the careful student to 
acquire a more thorough and exact knowledge of the secret history of 
that memorable reign, than was possessed by most of the conspicuous 
personages in it. Yet it may be doubted whether the time has come for 
a full and impartial judgment of the men and measures which have 
given it celebrity in English annals. We stiU have much to learn from 
unpublished documents before we can feel perfectly sure of our ground. 
In the preparation of the volumes before us, Mr. Massey has made 
judicious use of the materials which had appeared in print when he 
wrote ; but we are not aware that he has had access to any manuscripts 
unknown to previous writers, and in only two or three instances does 
he refer to manuscript authorities. His volumes are written with mod- 
erate ability, in an unambitious style, and with an evident wish to deal 
fairly with all parties. In this endeavor he has generally been success- 
ful ; and there are not many instances in which it can be justly said 
that his judgment has been warped by his prejudices. His views, 
however, do not always commend themselves to our favor ; and there 



